
Personal Bible Study - 16th Feb, 2022

Cha���t�� O�er C����s�a

Scripture Readings:
Mark 12:35-40
Ephesians 4:11-14
Revelation 22:13-16

Reflection Question: Why is
character more important than
ability? How can you know a
teacher’s character?

After confounding the so-called “teachers of the law” of his day
(supposed experts), Jesus went on to warn the people listening to
him against them. Interestingly, though, he did not couch his warning
out in terms of specific teachings—x, y, and z—that they were
mistaken about. Rather, Jesus’ main concern is their character. We
can learn a lot from this. When it comes to ministers in the
church—pastors, teachers, preachers, kids church ministers,
connect group leaders, elders, deacons, etc.—God’s main concern is
not talent, charisma, ability, or charm. His main concern is the inward
character of a person. To use the famous “love” formula of 1
Corinthians 13 to similar effect:

If I have all the talent in the world, yet lack the inward character to
back it up, I’m a disaster waiting to happen. People are going to get
hurt.

Let’s look at the indictments that Jesus has against the teachers of
the law in his day:

Over-concern with Outward Appearance (Arrogance, Pride)

“They like to walk around in flowing robes and be greeted with
respect in the marketplaces, and have the most important seats in
the synagogues and the places of honor at banquets. [...] and for a
show make lengthy prayers.”

They love to wear outward indicators (for all to see) of their position
as a teacher. To them, it is an accomplishment to have arrived at the
position in life that they’re at, and the position of teacher is an end in
itself, not a means to build others up in the Lord. Hail, Rabbi! Hail,
Father! Good morning, Pastor so and so! They can’t get enough of
honorific titles! They love hearing that indicator of honor before their
name, and, if you don’t use it, they notice. Oh! They notice! They
might even pull you up on it. The fact that they lengthen their prayers
“for a show” proves that even the sacred can be used as a means to
bring oneself (as opposed to God) glory. Leading worship, preaching,
praying, singing, tithing, coming to church. All of these, if done with
an attitude of pride, can be a means for self-glorification and
aggrandisement.

“They devour widows’ houses”

Despite outward appearances, their behaviour behind the scenes
does not match up with the character that a person in their office
should possess.

Practical Application:
- What’s a passage of Scripture that you’ve always wanted to

delve deeper into? Look up some Bible teaching on it. Think to
yourself, “What is this preacher/teacher’s character like?” See
if you can find out!

Song: Purify My Heart (Refiner's Fire) | Jeremy Riddle version
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