
Personal Bible Study - 6th Feb, 2022

Wor���p ���t Co��s U�

Scripture Readings:
Mark 14:1-11
Jeremiah 22:16
Matthew 25:37-40

Reflection Question: Why
does God love worship that
costs us something?
Are you a generous person?

Early in Mark chapter fourteen we find a most peculiar story. It’s a
story about radical generosity, sacrifice, and worship. A woman (who
we know, from the parallel account in the Gospel of John, was Mary
of Bethany) came to Jesus and gave him a costly gift. She took what
was very likely her most valuable possession, an alabaster jar of
perfume, and poured it out over Jesus. This woman knew who Jesus
was, and perhaps also she knew what was soon to happen to him.
This was an act of worship, strange though it seems to us. But this
was not any old act of worship, this was worship that cost this
woman dearly. Can you imagine pouring out an entire year's wages?
Jesus thought it was a beautiful gesture and he honoured her in front
of everyone, saying, “Truly I tell you, wherever the gospel is
preached throughout the world, what she has done will also be told,
in memory of her.”

However, not everyone saw things the way Jesus did. Some of those
who witnessed this act thought that this perfume had been wasted
and that it would’ve been put to better use had it been sold and the

money been donated to the poor. This seems like a good, rational
argument at first glance. After all, doesn’t God love the poor? Indeed
he does, but Jesus saw through the hypocritical criticism (it didn’t
really come from a heart that cared for the poor; it came from greed).
The poor weren’t being harmed by this generous act of worship.
They would be there tomorrow to be generous to, but not Jesus. He
was going to the cross to pay the ultimate price for the sins of the
world, God’s ultimate act of generosity to the whole world.

We can learn from this story that God honours those who have made
sacrifices in their worship of God. He honours mothers who
generously give their time to their children, he honours husbands
who radically lay their lives down for their wives and put them first,
he honours wage-earners who support the church financially, he
honours those who donate to charity, he honours those who do all
these things and more. He honours whatever costs us something, so
long as it is done unto his glory.

Because, of course, God is a generous God. So when we are
generous, we are being like him. And here’s another thing to ponder:
all that we have, God has given to us.

1 Chronicles 29:14

'“But who am I, and who are my people, that we should be able to
give as generously as this? Everything comes from you, and we
have given you only what comes from your hand."'

Practical Application:

- Ask God to give you an idea of how you can be generous this
week. Go and do that thing with a mind to bring God glory.

Song: New Wine, Hillsong Worship
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