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Personal Bible Study - 6th March, 2022 

The Church 
 

 

Scripture Readings:  

1 Peter 2:9-10, 1 Corinthians 12:12, 

2 Corinthians 6:16-18, 1 Corinthians 1:2 

 

Reflection Question: When you are asked, 

“What is the Church?” What comes to 

mind? What does the Bible say that local 

churches are to be like? 

 

The Bible is full of metaphorical language about the Church of God. 

The Church is referred to as a bride, a temple, a pillar, a buttress, a 

body, a family, a household, and so on. But, at bottom, the Church is 

a people; God’s very own people who have been called “out of 

darkness into his marvellous light.” The Church is that group of 

people that have received the mercy of salvation from God, through 

believing by faith in the good news about Jesus Christ. You’ll find this 

group of people all over the globe! 

 

But God has ordained that this global group of people be expressed 

in localised, smaller groups. We call these “local churches.” Local 

churches are churches in their own right. Still a part of but distinct 

from the global Church. As Christians, we are called to gather 

together: 

 

And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love 

and good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some are in the 

habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the more as 

you see the Day approaching (Hebrews 12:24-25). 

 

But many people have the wrong idea of what the local church is. 

They see it primarily as a place to go that provides a kind of “spiritual 

service” to Christians. In thinking of church in this way, we make 

Christians consumers, and churches entertainment venues. When 

considering whether to attend a local church, we might ask whether 

the preacher was charismatic, whether the music was to our liking, 

whether there were too many (or too few) congregants, and so on. 

 

But this misses the point of the local church entirely! The local 

church is a group of Christians, under the government of an 

eldership team (Acts 14:21-23, Titus 1:5), where Christians come, 

not to think of themselves, but others (Phil. 2:4); to be served at 

times, yes, but also to use their gifts to serve others (1 Pet. 4:10-11). 

We eat the Lord’s Supper together, we baptise new believers, we 

sing praise to God together, pray together, grow in maturity together 

(Eph. 4:13), share generously with one another, support one 

another, prophecy to one another (1 Cor. 14:1), correct one another, 

forgive one another (because, sadly, we hurt one another at times). 

Above all, we love one another with the love of Christ. 

 

Jesus said that people would look at us, the Church, and know that 

we belonged to God because of how we love one another. Love is 

not only emotional, but practical; visible (Otherwise, how could 

people identify us by our love?). Let’s strive to live out this wondrous 

calling that we have from our Lord Jesus. And all the more as we see 

the day of his return approaching! 

 

Practical Application: 

 

- How can you show love to someone from your local church 

this week? Why don’t you make a plan and do it! 

- Have you considered volunteering at your local church? If not, 

why not? 

 

Song: “Good Grace,” Hillsong 
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