
Personal Bible Study - June 12th, 2022
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Scripture Readings:
Colossians 4:2-6, 2 Corinthians
5:17-21

Reflection Question: Are you
personally happy with the extent to
which you share your faith with
others? What are some of the barriers that prevent you from
sharing your faith?

There have been many studies over the years that all show that most
Christians do not actively share their faith with others.That is to say,
most do believe that they have a responsibility to share their faith,
and most are willing, but most do not actively look for opportunities,
and most cannot recall a time in the recent past where they have
taken an opportunity to share their faith. So, clearly there are barriers
between what we know we should do (what we want to do) and what
actually happens. What might some of these barriers be?

“I’m not called to evangelise.”

Many Christians do not actively seek to share the gospel with others
because they do not feel that this is their “calling” or role in the
Kingdom. They’re called to sing in the worship team, or serve in the
kids ministry, or they have a prayer ministry. Others are called to
evangelise and they have a special gift for it (so these people think).
But the Bible says that we have all received the “ministry of
reconciliation.” We’re all called to be salt and light in the world and a

witness for Christ. We may not all be called to be an “evangelist” in
the official sense, but we are all nonetheless called to evangelise.

Fear of Rejection

I’d say that this is probably the biggest reason that people don’t
share the gospel with others. We need to remember what God has
said concerning rejection and fear: You are God’s ambassador (if
they reject God’s appeal, then they are not rejecting you; they are
rejecting God), God has great blessings for those who are insulted
and rejected in the pursuit of evangelism, He is with us, and he will
help us. He has not given us a spirit of fear! Also, remember the fear
of the Lord:

“Yet at the same time many even among the leaders believed in him.
But because of the Pharisees they would not openly acknowledge
their faith for fear they would be put out of the synagogue; for they
loved human praise more than praise from God” (Jn 12:42-43).

“I don’t know how.”

Many people want to evangelise, but they just don’t know how! When
there’s something important that we want and need to do, but we
don’t know how, we go and get taught how to do it, right? The same
goes for evangelism. You could do a course or take advantage of the
many online resources on how to evangelise in today’s world. But
there is no substitute for practice. You’re not alone. Ask for help and
prayer at church. Surely, God will reward your efforts!

Practical Application:

- Consider going through the “Silence Breakers” online course
with a friend from church.

Song: O Come to the Altar, Elevation Worship
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